
 

 

          
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5001 Northwood Drive, Anchorage, Alaska 99517 

 

8/24/2020 
 
To:  Anchorage Montessori School Families, Staff, and Community 
 
From:  Anchorage Montessori School Board of Directors and Executive Director 
 
Re:  Follow Up to Opening of School on August 19, 2020 
 
Dear AMS Community, 
 
These have been unprecedented times.  The disruptions we have all faced as individuals, families, workers, 
and community members have been extremely challenging.  As a school we want to provide as much 
normalcy as we can while maintaining the highest level possible to ensure the health and safety of everyone 
concerned. 
 
With that in mind Anchorage Montessori School opened for in person learning starting August 19, 2020 five 
days per week.   We believe that in person learning is to the social, emotional, and academic benefit of 
children.  
 
To do this successfully we will communicate effectively and stay up to date with current municipal, state, 
and federal guidelines and recommendations. 
 
Every one of us is essential to our community and we are happy to be open during these difficult times.  Our 
teachers and staff continue to provide a safe, nurturing, and positive environment that will hopefully relieve 
some of the stress this pandemic has created for the children. 
 
What follows is the information regarding the opening of the school.  This information is supported by the 
AMS Mitigation Plan.  Please read each one carefully.  Please note that there have been some revisions based 
on the latest guidance from the State of Alaska DHSs and the CDC. 
 
With all of us working together for the benefit of our children we will get through this. 
 
Please contact Rick Toymil at:  director@anchoragemontessorischool.org if you have any questions, 
concerns, or hardships. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Anchorage Montessori School Board of Director 
 
Rick Toymil/Executive Director 

 Richard Toymil 

Executive Director 

   Phone: (907) 276-2240 

Fax: (907) 258-3552 

director@anchoragemontessorischool.org 

www.anchoragemontessorischool.org 
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Here is the scheduling for the opening: 
 
There is a staggered Drop-Off and Pick-Up schedule.  Physical distance guidelines will be followed during the 

Drop-Off and Pick-Up which may include children remaining in vehicles until met by the staff member. 

 

Each level and classroom will have separate and designated drop off and pick up points. 

 

The school day will run in the following manner until further notice: 

 

• Full Day Toddler Drop-Off at 7:30 am and Pick Up at 4:00 pm. 

 

• Half Day AM Toddler Drop Off at 8:15 am and Pick Up at 11:15 am  

 

• Half Day PM Toddler Drop Off at 12:15 pm and Pick Up at 3:15  

 

• Full Day Primary Drop Off at 7:30 am for Before Care Students  

 

• Full Day Primary Drop Off at 8:30 (No Before Care) Pick Up at 3:15 pm 

 

• Primary After Care Students Pick Up 4:00 pm 

 

• Half Day AM Primary  Drop Off at 8:15 am and Pick Up at 11:15 am 

 

• Half Day PM Primary Drop Off at 12:15 am and Pick Up at 3:15 pm 

 

• Elementary Before Care Students Drop Off at 7:30 am 

 

• Elementary Drop Off (No Before Care) at 8:30 am and Pick Up at 3:15 pm 

 

• Elementary After Care Students Pick Up at 4:00 pm 

 

Please Note:  Due to the requirement of not mixing groups we will be placing all 5-year-old (Kindergarten age) 

students in the same classroom with one teacher and one assistant. 

 

Also, due to the need to mitigate potential risks AMS is capping enrollment at 80%. 

 
However,  for AMS to open and stay open successfully we will all need to carefully follow the Mitigation Plan 
and the guidelines and mandates provided by the federal, state, and local authorities.  This includes keep 
children home when ill and screening children before dropping them off at school. 
 
Each child will be screened at the door and a temperature check will occur. Each child and staff member's 

temperature will be logged each day and at other times during the day if a fever is suspected.   

 

Note: These logs and other required record keeping are essential.  They will be maintained . 

 
The Mitigation Plan contains the details and informative links regarding the processes and procedures that 
will be in place.  We have been following the Plan closely this summer and have had great success.  The staff, 
Board, and I are strongly focused on it while understanding that things may change based on the situation 



 

 

and mandates that may arrive.  If that becomes the case, the Mitigation Plan will be revised accordingly, and 
all families and staff will receive the updated Plan. 
 
While we understand that wearing a face covering may always not be practical , the State of Alaska 
recommends wearing one as a protective measure in the spread of COVID-19.  The research has shown that 
face coverings and social distancing help to curb the spread of the virus.  
 
To that end we are requiring that all students 5 years old and older wear a face covering at school unless there 

is an underlying health concern as noted by the child’s health care professional. 

 

Parents of children aged 3 and 4 are strongly encouraged to have their child wear a face covering at school.  The 

school will provide clear plastic face shields for students as needed.  Age-appropriate learning protocols will 

involve the how and why people use these face coverings.  

 
This is all proactive in nature.  We also need to have reactive procedures if there is a positive case at AMS or 
someone in an AMS family.  The Mitigation Plan clearly outlines the procedures to be taken. 
 
 
To protect the health and safety of children and staff, children who are sick with any illness need to be kept 
home.  We will continue to follow our usual Licensing exclusion guidelines which include children who 
generally feel unwell, as well as, exclude children who have the following symptoms:  cough, shortness of 
breath or difficulty breathing, fever of 100.4 or higher, chills, headache, fatigue, sore throat, muscle or body 
aches, new loss of taste or smell, congestion or runny nose, nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea. 
 
Children excluded for any of the abovementioned COVID-19 symptoms should stay home until they are 
fever-free for 24 hours without the use of a fever-reducing medication or 10 days after the illness began, 
whichever is longer.  For any other illness, stay home for 24 hours after the symptoms resolve unless a 
doctor’s note is provided stating that the child is not contagious. 
 
While it is difficult to outline every possible scenario, here is guidance based on what is known and 
recommended and some situational actions: 
 
 

1. If a child or staff member is confirmed to have COVID-19 or is probable case of 

COVID- 19, when may they return to care/work? 

The child or staff member with confirmed COVID-19 or probable COVID-19 may 

return to AMS when he or she has met the CDC criteria for discontinuation of home 

isolation: 

    *At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared. 

*At least 1 day (24 hours) have passed since recovery defined as resolution of fever 

without the use of fever-reducing  medications  and  improvement in respiratory 

symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath). 

 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/disposition-in-home-patients.html 
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2. If a child or staff member in the school, or household member of a child or staff 

member becomes ill with COVID-19 symptoms and was present in the school 

facility within 48 hours of becoming symptomatic or while symptomatic, will 

AMS close? 

Yes.  Depending on the locations and movement of the infected person, part or all the 

facility will close for 24 to 72 hours for deep cleaning and disinfection.  

In many cases, people with mild or moderate symptoms may be presumed to have COVID-

19 and never be tested. Regardless of whether the person is tested, if someone has 

symptoms that appear to be related to COVID-19, AMS would take the following steps: 

* Safely isolate the person (if they are still on site) and place a mask on them if one is 
available. 

* Notify parent/guardian who needs to pick the child up ASAP, but within one hour of 
notification 

* Parent/guardian must notify AMS if they suspect or confirm COVID-19. 

* Clean and disinfect the childcare site as recommended by the CDC; 

* Notify parents and staff that someone became ill and has symptoms that may be 

due to COVID-19, and encourage all to daily monitor for symptoms; 

Fever or chills 

Cough 

Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

Fatigue 

Muscle or body aches 

Headache 

New loss of taste or smell 

Sore throat 

Congestion or runny nose 

Nausea or vomiting 

Diarrhea 

* Consult with the local health department and licensing specialist for guidance on 

the duration of closure based on level of contact and potential exposure to 

persons in the building. 



 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/disposition-in-home-patients.html 

 

3. If a Parent who is a health care provider cared for a COVID-19 patient and is now 

symptomatic, can the child attend AMS? 

NO, children should not attend AMS if anyone in the household has symptoms suggestive 

of COVID-19, whether a health care worker or not. The child should be quarantined at 

home for 14 days to observe for symptoms. 

* Parent/Guardian must notify AMS if they suspect or confirm COVID-19 

* See CDC recommendations for ways to minimize close, prolonged contact to 

parents. Parents and staff should minimize such contact. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-f 
or-childcare.html 

 

 

 

4. When can a child who is quarantined at home due to a positive or probable case 

of  COVID-19 in a household member return to AMS? 

First the parent/ guardian must notify AMS if they suspect or confirm COVID-19. 

Children who have a household contact who is a positive case or probable case of COVID-19 may 

return to AMS 14 days after the household contact is released from the 10-day isolation 

according to the CDC guidance for discontinuation of isolation for persons with COVID-19 not in 

healthcare settings.   

The child must undergo this additional 14-day quarantine because the child could have 

been infected on the final day of the household member's isolation. 

If all the household members and the child test negative for COVID-19 the child may return to 

school. 

The parent must provide evidence (e.g., a note from a health care provider) that the 

household contact has been released from isolation at the time the child returns to AMS. 

The above guidance assumes that a child does not develop symptoms of COVID-19 at any 

time during their quarantine. If a child develops symptoms, the child may be considered 

a probable COVID-19 case and the child's health care provider and the local health 

department should be consulted to determine if the child should be tested and how long 

the child needs to remain excluded from attending AMS. 
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5. If AMS  needs to close due to a possible COVID-19 exposure in the facility, when can 
we reopen? 

* Initial closing is to allow time for though cleaning and sanitizing the entire area, 

contact assessment and communication. 

* The total center closure could last for 1 to 14 days or more depending on 

several factors including the identity of the person with COVID-19 or probable 

COVID-19 (i.e., staff, child in care, household contact), number of persons or 

classrooms exposed, when the person with COVID-19 or probable COVID-19 was 

last at AMS, and symptoms in others persons exposed. 

* The local health department and licensing specialist will be consulted for guidance 
about reopening. 

 

NOTE: Program closure may be shorter than 14 days, and the program may be 

able to re-open if a person with symptoms of COVID-19 is tested for COVID-19 

and results are negative. Reopening decisions and approvals are made on a case 

by case basis. 

 
 
 

6. How would AMS know that one of the children or staff had tested positive and 

the requirement to close the facility? 

If the local health department was notified of a positive COIVD-19 virus lab result and the 

staff person or child was at the center within 48 hours of symptoms starting or while 

symptomatic, the local health department may notify the center. 

If you, your child, or member of your household has tested positive, you must 

inform AMS. Also, if a child or staff member has tested positive, AMS will 

inform families. 

Confidentiality is to be maintained at all times with regard to names of students, 

staff, or family members.   The only persons who may have access to this information 

directly work for the Alaska Department of Health and Social Services. 

7. Should the program let families know if a child or staff member tests positive for 

COVID-19 or is ab sent due to COVID-19 symptoms? 

Yes.  After consulting with the local health department and the licensing specialist, AMS will 

inform families of the situation and the recommendations given by the local health 

department and the actions to be taken, including temporarily closing the program.



 

 

AN AFFILIATE SCHOOL OF THE AMERICAN MONTESSORI SOCIETY  

From the Alaska Division of Public Health: 
 

What to do if you are a close contact to someone with confirmed coronavirus disease 

{COVID-19) (update>d3/31/20) 

You generally need to be in close contact with a sick person to get infected with the virus that causes 

COVID-19. Close contact includes: 

 

• living in the same household as a sick person with COVID-19, OR 

• Caring for a sick person with COVID-19, OR 

• Being in direct contact with secretions from a sick person with COVID-19 (e.g., being coughed 

on, kissing), OR 

• Being within 6 feet of a sick person with COVID-19 for about 10 or more minutes 

 

If you are a close contact to a person with laboratory-confirmed COVID-19, follow the steps below 

to monitor your health and avoid spreading the disease to others if you get sick. 

 

 

What should I do if I am a close contact to someone with COVID-19 but am not sick? 

 

• You must stay home during the 14 days after the last day you were in close contact with the 

person with COVID-19. This includes not going to work or school and avoiding public 

places for 14 days. 

• You should take your temperature twice a day. 

• You should monitor your health for cough, shortness of breath or feeling feverish during 

the 14 days after the last day you were in close contact with the person with COVID-19. 

 

 

 

 

What should I do If I am a close contact to someone with COVID-19 and get sick? 

 

If you develop a fever, cough, or have trouble breathing: 

 

• Seek medical care but call ahead before you go to a doctor's office or emergency room. 

• Tell your doctor about your symptoms and that you are a close contact to a person diagnosed 

with COVID-19. 

• Avoid contact with others. 

• If available, put on a facemask before you arrive for medical care 

 

If you have a medical emergency and need to call 911, notify the dispatch personnel that you have 

been exposed to COVID-19. If possible, put on a facemask before emergency medical services 

arrive. 

 



 

 

AN AFFILIATE SCHOOL OF THE AMERICAN MONTESSORI SOCIETY  

If you need to seek medical care for other reasons, such as dialysis, call ahead to your doctor and tell 

them that you are a close contact to someone with COVID-19. If possible, put on a facemask before 

entering the facility. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


